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Smile is an important facial expression of communication. Smiles convey warmth, confidence, social status and career success. Now 
a day’s people are more conscious about their smile and approaches the dentist for its correction. Smile analysis and smile design have 
become key elements of dentistry in diagnosis and treatment planning. Smile analysis is part of a facial analysis and allows the dentist to 
analyze the various aspects of smile in detail.  After a thorough smile analysis, the dentist being the center point, can refer to the special-
ists as needed. Most of the time to perfect a smile, a team work of an orthodontist, periodontist, endodontist, prosthodontist and an oral 
surgeon is required depending upon the problem list. Whether it is a maloccluded teeth or hypoplastic teeth, or gingival hyperplasia, or 
mesiodens or a missing tooth - modern dentistry can easily perfect the smile with a team coordination.

Various authors have suggested different elements for smile analysis. All these elements analyses the soft tissue components and 
tooth components involved in smile. The tooth components involved are the dental midline, axial inclination, incisal display, incisal em-
brasures. Other elements like tooth contacts, connectors and embrasures can be of real significance in planning the treatment of the smile. 
The connector is where the incisors and canines appear to touch. The soft tissue components involve the gingival health, gingival line and 
zenith, gingival display, philtrum height, upper and lower lip length, buccal corridor. Other components like smile arc, smile symmetry, lip 
elevation, lip curvature also add to the balance of smile which has to be analyzed. Other factors that may affect the beauty of the smile are 
duchenne smile, presence of dimples and nasolabial folds. The duchenne smiles is the presence of orbicularis oculi activation, as marked 
by crow’s feet wrinkles in the eye region.

Today’s “art of the smile” is being driven by the dentist’s ability to clinically examine the patient in 3 dimensions and use the latest 
technology (computer databasing of the clinical examination and digital videography) to document, define, and communicate the treat-
ment strategy to patients and colleagues involved in interdisciplinary care [1]. 

The contemporary orthodontist no longer evaluates patients in terms of only the profile, but also frontally and vertically, to complete 
the 3 spatial dimensions, and statically and dynamically [2,3]. Also, the orthodontist must now add a fourth dimension: Time. Orthodon-
tists are the first in line in a decision-making process that ultimately affects a patient’s appearance for the rest of his or her life. The dentist 
must understand not only dentoskeletal growth and development, but also soft tissue growth, maturation, and aging [4,5]. Smile dentistry 
is thus a multidisciplinary approach involving consultation with various dental specialties performing smile analysis and treatment plan-
ning to provide better smile to the patients.
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